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Andréa H. Rose
ADANGNIDO
BENIN

I

am a young LBTQ rights activist
and also double as the President
and the Representative of
Contemporary Women’s Movement and
The Francophone African Coalition of
Lesbians respectively.
I believe in progressive women and
their capabilities.
I am hopeful of a just society devoid
of sexism, a society which offers boys
and girls equal opportunities, a cause
I have been a part of over the years
to advocate for the empowerment of
LBTQ women.
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The francophone feminist movement
has come to stay and its future is bright.
We must steadily remain focus in order
to propagate the prior agenda which
stands tall in our objectives. It is against
this backdrop that we need to lay a
solid foundation so that we can have a
vibrant and sustained movement.

CHRISTELLE
ALINDE
BENIN

A

s a feminist I believe in equal
rights for women and men.
I recognise the struggles
and contributions of women in the
attainment of their empowerment.
Collectively and individually I stand
against any form of discrimination
against women.
I am very hopeful of a world free from
violence against women and where
respect for the fundamental rights of
women and girls would be a golden rule.
I am committed to the achievement of
this dream through every needed effort
in order to promote feminist leadership
and social justice.
There is a lot more to be done even
though some gains have been made.
As a beneficiary of AWDF’s coaching
program on Leadership & Governance, I
can confidently say that I am now versed

in the concept of feminist leadership, I
am better placed with the necessary
arsenal on hand to defend and protect
women whose rights are violated and
to strengthen our personal capacities
in feminist organizing as an activist.
The feminist movement in Africa has
made lots of strides; it is therefore
important to apply feminist lenses
on our everyday activities in order
to impact on the lives of women.
By this, we collectively encourage
revitalisation and also hard work within
the movement which stands out as our
greatest asset.
Long Live Feminism!
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Credo Addis
AHODI
BENIN

I

am a young women’s rights
activist, and the Secretary of
the Contemporary Women’s
Movement and the coordinator of
Global Fund’s new model of funding
intended for equal rights among all
women irrespective of their sexual
orientation and gender identity.
I have been an active member of the
Feminist Movement since 2013, seeking
to ensure women empowerment,
particularly Lesbians. Different lesbian
groups since 2013 have publicly
declared their existence in Benin. It
was also an opportunity to unveil
various LGBTQI movements so that we
can fight violence against women and
lesbians.
It is as a result of this that the National
Anti-Lesbians days are celebrated every
year to express our disaffection against
any form of discrimination against
women of different sexual orientation
in Benin.
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My commitment to the cause of women
attests to how optimistic I am about
feminism, particularly unrestrained
claim of women of different sexual
orientation.
For me, I see patriarchy, religion
and culture as the key impediments
of the advancement of feminism in
Africa. There is the need for strong
commitments and concerted efforts to
break the patriarchal structures which
undermine our feminist movement.

Flore Emma
MONGBO
BENIN

E

ven though I was naturally
smaller in size among my peers
in elementary school at age 8
back in Ouessè Wogoudo, I had the
responsibility to keep the accounts for
the school’s end of year party. As part
of my responsibilities I had to attend
PTA meetings and other school student
meetings. This developed in me the
spirit of courage and audacity.
It became part of me to support and
defend my fellow girl students who
were exposed to sexual harassment and
threats from older male students and
some unscrupulous teachers. I scarcely
feared the threats of victimisation,
punishment
and
beatings
by
colleagues, seniors and authorities of
the school.
Due to my dynamism, dedication and
courage, the school authorities usually
asked me to organise tutorials on “
poverty issues”. Even when I was not
prepared, I just had to be informed
about the theme and get some
guidance to meet their expectations.
This was the beginning of my activism.
Ever since I had the opportunity to

contribute to strategic discussions
including one on the
Impact of
Mother’s condition on a child’s
well-being: Implementing a gender
participatory development approach
in southern Benin
in Toffo and
Zogbodomè communities. During this
discussion I made a pledge to make
myself a key advocate for the cause
of women and girls. This led to the
foundation of SIN-DO, a non-profit
organisation committed to support
the struggle for women and girls’
empowerment as well as to motivate
them to liberate themselves from any
cultural imprisonment.
I am a true feminist and committed
to ensuring that every woman or girl
in any part of the world is free from
any form of slavery and exploitation.
As long as governments fail to realize
and equitably distribute those rights
and duties which are women inclusive
I will then remain a feminist. I want to
be counted among those who have
contributed to positive changes in the
lives of women and girls in Benin and
beyond.
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Hermione
LIGAN
BENIN

I

am a journalist at the national
Benin Broadcasting Corporation.
I am a feminist and willing to
remain same. I have been an orphan
at an early stage of my life and my
mother’s single efforts made me who I
am today even though I was an orphan
in the early childhood.
I have been a self-acclaimed Feminist
way before I joined structures that
promoted and defended women’s
rights such as Amnesty International of
Benin where I served as vice-president
from 2013 to 2016 and also a member
of Global Network of Women from
Amnesty International.
I also worked at International Federation
of ACAT, a faith based organisation
working to abolish of torture (BENIN).
Several efforts towards liberation
of women were made including the

6

FRANCOPHONE FEMINISTS

Young Beninese Leaders Association,
an NGO formed to promote women’s
leadership. These motivated me to
join the struggle for the women’s
empowerment and I started hosting
‘Modem Women’ a TV programme in
which women share their experiences
and successes. The radio show also
highlights issues of women’s rights. It
is a fact that there is more to be done
to get women to understand the need
to fight for their rights and be assertive.
For me I believe we are capable and we
will make it happen.
Feminist no ifs!
Feminist full stop.

Marielle Mahulé
DEGBOE
BENIN

I

am Marielle Mahulé DEGBOE and
Regional President of West African
Network of Young Women Leaders
(2016-2019) which is operational in
the 15 ECOWAS member countries
including 8 Francophone countries.
I am a feminist because most
importantly I am sensitive to all issues
that touch the heart of women as well
as the rights of women. I am committed
to equity and equality of rights for
men and women. Both genders for
me complement each other and are
all entitled to equal opportunity for a
better living.
I see myself as a feminist because I do
not fight against men, but I am engaged
in a fight that can guarantee girls and
women the same rights as humans
regardless of their sex, ethnicity, race
and religion as much as they are rights
that promote and protect their dignity
as human beings.
As an advocate for the francophone
youth, I initiated a women’s club in
March 2009 to promote women and
girls’ leadership. I have tenaciously
initiated since 2015 an agro-pastoral

project on behalf of MAGNOLIA, an
NGO which works to enhance women’s
participation in agri -business.
I have observed since my childhood the
extent of inequality that has existed
between men and women in our
society. I could not come to terms with
why society was so hard on women and
denied them access unless she is a wife
or mother. My professional experience
in leadership enables me to contribute
towards the visibility of the feminist
Movement in Francophone Africa.
With my communication skills I am
able to bring more young women
together from different fields to provide
them opportunities to improve their
interpersonal skills. This solidarity
and uniqueness is part of a better
understanding of feminism which
in reality promotes and protects the
rights of girls and women for a better
and stronger women’s movement in
Francophone Africa.
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Marlène SEIDOU
BABIO
BENIN

S

ince 2008, I have been the
coordinator for the Pan-African
NGO known as FAWE / BENIN, an
organisation whose interest lies in the
rights of girls and women’s education
in sub-Saharan Africa. Gender is my
specialised area of study and this
motivated me to add my voice to the
struggle for equality and equity for a
just society.
I am proud to be a feminist, a
conviction that womanhood comes
with great potentials. I am a feminist
because I know how to take on great
challenges; The story of the amazons
of Dahomey is very encouraging and is
the foundation of my commitment to
defending women. Amazons and many
other women have demonstrated
their ability to change the world. My
commitment to the cause of women is
also grounded in my own life story.
Indeed, I noticed that violation of the
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rights of women is predominant in my
own backyard and this triggered my
passion to defend and protect women’s
rights. For the past 15 years, I have
been involved in this cause. Together
with other activists, I was involved in
advocating for the passing of several
laws that would improve the legal
status of women in Benin.
I am highly optimistic that the
Francophone Feminist Movement has a
bright future because a lot of progress
and successes so far have been
registered. The future of this movement
lies with the committed youth to whom
I belong and who is ready to continue
the fight of the predecessors.

Nicole WIDA
N’HEDI
BENIN

I

am a proud feminist today
because I am sensitive to all
women related issues, the
wellbeing, empowerment and the
rights of women are the underlining
factors that have always motivated me
since infancy.

a woman who fights through the
medium of art to make the rest of the
world hear that she is not voiceless and
that she deserves to live a dignified life.
Social injustices have woken me up
and triggered the feminist character of
my life.

I discovered I was a feminist at an early
stage in my life.

It is a fact that the Francophone Feminist
Movement is still dormant today owing
to many challenges. However, the
movement has a promising future if and
only if strategies such as convenings,
training, intergenerational exchanges
etc. are organised to revolutionise and
revitalise it.

Having lived in a polygamous family
and in a region which culturally
relegates girls to the background, I
have in the early stages discovered in
me a fire, anger, the desire to be me,
as a person and not as a “sub human
being, unlike my peers who without
blinking accepted their fate.
As a woman, not the one who sacrifices
for societal beliefs and norms, but
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Astride Ines Nebnooma
OUEDRAOGO
Burkina Faso

I

am a feminist because I have
confidence in women and their
capabilities. I have the conviction
that women do not occupy the place
they deserve in society for which reason
I must contribute to that change.
During my high school days, it was my
goal to be wholly committed to the
cause of women when the opportunity
offered itself. I am talking about those
who have not had the opportunity to
be educated or who are not aware that
they have rights.
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We all have the responsibility to help
these women to be assertive and claim
their rights. Also, there is the need
to support them in one way or the
other to advance women’s rights and
empowerment.

Honorine DENNE
Burkina Faso

I

work in an NGO known as Agence
pour la Promotion des Petites et
Moyennes Entreprises.

For me to be a feminist means one needs
to accept to take up responsibilities.
I take up my professional and social
obligations in the same manner as men
do. I had to leave my family for further
studies at an early age. I felt much
more independent due to the distance
away from home; I have learnt to be
self-reliant to achieve my goals. Today,
I am proud of myself, always struggling
to be on top of daily challenges and
accept responsibilities in good faith.

of their gender, a world where women
will have a choice to their preferred
profession without being affected by
what society thinks they should do as
women.
The feminist movement is gaining
ground in Francophone Africa. A lot of
pro women activities have emerged
recently. It is up to us as young feminists
to know how to seize the opportunities
offered by these organisations to
continue the fight started by our
predecessors to whom we owe a lot.

It is my ultimate desire to contribute to
a better world where women and men
will be treated equally, where women
will no longer be marginalised because
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Caroline Tapsoba
WEND-GOUNDI
Burkina Faso

A

s a Sociologist, I have gained
experience in areas of social
development
through
coordination and management of a
number of projects and programs in
sexual and reproductive health through
ASMADE.

Male supremacy I can say is one of the
root causes of maternal mortality. This
is because women are not able to make
informed choices regarding their sexual
and reproductive health. Social norms
are increasingly becoming detrimental
to the health of woman.

My professional experiences have
reinforced my conviction in the
importance of deepening our cultural
norms that free women from any form
of impediments and to help them
develop their full potential, particularly
to improve their health status.

It is against this backdrop that I have
been striving every day over the
years to work towards strengthening
women’s empowerment and ensuring
better socio-economic life for women.
These moves have strengthened
decision-making powers of women
and now I can say that some of them
hold strategic political positions and
others leading economic management
bodies in Burkina Faso.

Due to my profession, I come into contact
with many women and I have learned
a lot about their daily conditions. Many
women are drowned by the force of
patriarchal society, preventing them
from enjoying their rights to freedom
of expression, decision-making and
making choices about their own health.
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Angèle KOUE
Côte d’Ivoire

I

am a lawyer by profession and
President of an NGO known as
Gender Parity and Women’s
Leadership. I stand against gender
inequalities. On a daily basis I fight
for every woman to make informed
choices about their sexuality, whether
or not to marry and have children and
for her not to be discriminated against
because of her sexual orientation.

The Francophone Feminist Movement
is not without challenges; concerns
such as cultural, religious and social
concerns are predominant.
I am however convinced that the
movement will gain momentum as long
as we remain proud feminists without
‘’ buts ‘’ and ‘’ ifs ‘’.

Women’s participation in decision
making at all levels and giving a voice
to women must be the way to go.
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Marie Joelle D. KEI
Côte d’Ivoire

A

s a leader, I have championed
many
women’s
rights
campaigns. My involvement
in the fight for human rights is driven
by the status of women’s rights coupled
with persistent violation of their
fundamental rights.

Indeed, considering the unimpressive
results so far, it has become clear to
me that we must change our strategy,
modus operandi, research and
encourage actions in synergy. We must
also resource the next generation of
young girls.

Domestic violence, gang rape, weak
laws and repressiveness drove the
anger in me, hence my commitment
to fighting for women’s rights: nobody
else can fight for women, we will fight
our own fight!

The Francophone Feminist Movement
will be able to survive and win greater
battles if these measures are put in
place.

As the Director of REGARDS PLURIELS
NGO I have reinforced this conviction
by devoting myself exclusively to
promoting and defending women’s
rights.
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Tamia KOKO
Côte d’Ivoire

M

y
family
experiences
motivated me to declare
myself a feminist. I have
witnessed cases of violence against
women, female genital mutilation and
rights abuses with a cousin of mine.
I consider her forced excision as a
violation of women’s rights.

we are torn between commitment and
religious and cultural values.
I think the future of this movement
must take into consideration certain
intergenerational issues and discuss
them at length and make the struggle
an inclusive process.

The francophone feminist movement
is faced with many obstacles including
the strong resistance to the LGBTQI
movement. In fact, even though we are
feminists, several times amongst us,
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Akpedze Sonia
MITCHIPE
Togo

I

work
with
the
Women’s
Democracy and Development
Reflection Group and a member
of the paralegal team. Prior to this I was
with WILDAF-Togo whose main goal is
to fight discrimination against women.
Beside these, I fully participated in
a number of youth associations and
groups where we discuss leadership,
good governance, women’s rights and
human rights in general.
Feminism in my opinion remains
paramount because in this day and
age we still witness some forms of
abuses of women’s rights at all levels
including social, political or legal. I
am committed to fighting for a just
and equitable society, a society where
human rights would mean women
rights as well.
We can have a perfect transition within
the feminist movement in Africa,
particularly in Francophone Africa, if
we engage communities; amplify the
voices of socially excluded women,
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empower them as well as ensuring their
access to resources. We must also help
young girls and boys to understand
equal rights and social justice.
As a teenager I observed a few things in
my family. My mother was not allowed
to attend another church other than
my father’s. This resulted in arguments
and physical abuse against my
mother. I then realised how dominant
patriarchy was in Africa and the extent
to which family headship was abusive
to women. My motivation to fight for
the rights of women stems from these
reasons. All human beings should
have the right to choose their political,
religious and social affiliation.
Today I am an adult; it is incumbent on
me to inculcate the culture of tolerance
and acceptance of others regardless of
their gender and race.

Anissa TOURE
Togo

I

am Anissa TOURE. I work with
ONG ALAFIA as the coordinator
of its youth wing which seeks
to empower the youth with skills,
develop their talents, initiatives for the
development of their communities.
I call myself a feminist because I am
committed to promoting women’s
rights through community projects.

women is concerned and to make
them understand and realise their
God given rights, introduce lots of girls
to the movement and also make the
movement a household name.

I admit that Feminist Movement is still
facing many challenges.
There is the need for a paradigm shift as
far as mentality of some marginalised
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Ablodegbo Améyo
Savi DEKOLEADENU
Togo /Ghana

I

come from Togo and I am based
in Accra. I have worked in other
areas apart from women’s rights
before joining AWDF in 2017.
Even though I was aware of my rights I
did not know that I had to claim them
in spite of every attempt perpetuated
by society to frustrate effort to securing
these rights. Little did I know about the
strength of my voice, that it can be a
tool to say NO to any form of oppression
against women… I thought that these
oppressions were normal.
Today I have come to the realisation
that patriarchy must not be the way to
go in the African culture.
I am very proud of my feminist sisters
of African Women Development Fund
(AWDF) through whose effort and
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inspiration I am also a feminist today.
Yes, this is Améyo, the young woman
who boldly declares her feminist status.
I am a proud feminist because I know my
rights and I am privy to all the efforts of
our feminist sisters to positively change
the lives of marginalised women.
Feminism is not devoid of one challenge
here or there. I therefore encourage
all to continue the struggle of our
predecessors until women’s rights are
respected and protected in Africa and
beyond. “Knowledge is Power”.
Feminist no ifs and buts!
Feminist full stop!

Isabelle Afi
AOKOU
Togo

I

have always been concerned by
the unbalanced environment
in which I was born, two boys,
two girls. My parents have always
considered my two brothers as the most
responsible. I have always not been
enthused about this gender inequality
in my family so I usually proved to my
parents that they can equally count on
their daughters. I worked hard to be
first in school; I shared ideas with the
girls and my cousins in school about
how we can share domestic and other
tasks given to men.

joining the GF2D. As we speak today, I
am the Program Officer of Togolese Red
Cross “Mother’s Club” and still work
as a feminist in order to understand
the rights of women better. The
Feminist movement faces a number of
challenges. However, I am convinced
that the stories of our predecessors
must serve as a guide for us; it must be
our source of encouragement.

I finally became the girls’ moderator of
the schools I attended. This motivated
me to pursue further studies in
Bachelor of Arts in Leadership before
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Mawussé Yawa
Sophie AKPAMA
Togo

I

have been the Coordinator at the
Centre for Research, Information
and Training of Women (CRIT),
an executive body of GF2D programs
since September, 2016. I am a feminist
and I have always been convinced that
there is the need for a woman to be
financially independent.
Over the years I have worked for the
promotion of women’s rights. A lot
more women still rest on their oars as
far as their rights are concerned in spite
of the enormous sensitisation.
The challenges of the African Feminist
Movement are the prejudices people
hold against the competence of women
to occupy higher positions, extent of
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cultural norms, and weak political will
of African States to ensure parity in
spite of ratifications of international
instruments. High school drop out of
girls, lack of self-esteem among women
themselves among other things form
part of these challenges.
Today, the francophone feminist
movement is working hard to address
various gender related issues at policy
levels. This is evidence that it is making
progresses to improve the plight of
women in Africa and move the women’s
agenda forward.

Réyhanath TOURE
MAMADOU
Togo

I

am the communication manager at
ARTETTIC, a communication outfit
and I also work at FASHIONECOS
whose aim is to empower women and
build their potentials through training
to enhance their capacities. I have
been a television and radio show host
over the last ten years. I am also the
chairperson for LIFE STYLE association
with special interest in the youth and
women, a member of civil society
organisations, mainly pro women’s
organisations
(GF2D,
women’s
development group) and Pan African
Women’s Leadership Observatory.
I grew up in a Muslim community
where development of women’s
potentials was nothing to write home
about. I have suffered gender abuse.
My background motivated me to be
a feminist despite all odds. I fought
hard to realise my dreams, the dream
to promote the status of women and
make a positive impact on the lives of

women and to liberate them from the
patriarchal yoke and finally stand to be
heard.
As a feminist and a women’s rights
activist, I have been very instrumental
in creating a community of girls and
women who can defend themselves.
I have enjoyed helping marginalised
women to come to the realisation that
they have rights to enjoy. Through all
these efforts, I created networks and
platforms for sharing ideas in order
to raise the voices of young Togolese
women. I believe in myself and have
confidence in women, I know women
are capable and can make change
happen. I have also seen how a couple
of successful feminists are impacting
on others.
Feminist for life,
OOOH YES!
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Sheba Akpokli
Togo

I

have been working as a legal
assistant since October 2013
with the Arc-en-Ciel, a Togolese
organisation seeking to fight against
the spread of HIV and ensuring the right
of LGBTI minority groups, marginalised
people as well as female sex workers. I
am a feminist because I am committed
to fight for the liberation of African
women. I am convinced that one’s
gender and identity or expressions
must not and cannot be a hindrance
to his/her rights to equality with other
gender.
Initially my thoughts were different from
reality of life where gender and gender
identity were determinant factors of
existence, until one day when a friend
invited me to have a one-on-one with
LGBTIs and women sex workers.
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After listening to their stories I
then realised that inequality or
discrimination based on gender and sex
orientation was real, it was from then
that I made it a pledge to contribute to
social change and gender equity.
The future of feminist movement in
West Africa is convincingly promising
even though with some challenges such
as inclusiveness and poor integration
of young generation of young women
in the movement.

+233 (0) 289 669 666 / +233 (0) 242 700 881
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